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SUBJECT: WORKING GROUP ON SCIENCE AND TRANSFER OF TECHNOLOGY 
REF: STATE 206675 

1. SUMMARY: IT HAS NOT BEEN POSSIBLE TO OBTAIN DEFINITIVE 
ANSWERS TO THE QUESTIONS IN THE REFERENCED TELEGRAM. MOST 
OF THE OFFICIALS WHO ARE INVOLVED IN THE PREPARATION OF 
NICARAGUA'S POSITIONS AND POLICIES RELATED TO SCIENCE AND 
THE TRANSFER OF TECHNOLOGY ARE OUT OF THE COUNTRY AND THE 
BUREAUCRATIC RESPONSIBILITY FOR THESE TOPICS HAS NOT YET BEEN 
DEFINED. WE UNDERSTAND THERE IS HIGH LEVEL INTEREST IN SCIENCE 
AND TRANSFER OF TECHNOLOGY BUT WE DO NOT BELIEVE IT WOULD BE 
PRODUCTIVE FOR SENIOR WASHINGTON REPRESENTATIVES TO COME HERE 
TO DISCUSS THE ISSUES INVOLVED UNTIL RESPONSIBILITY IS BETTER 
FOCUSED. END SUMMARY. 

2. THE FOLLOWING OFFICIALS OF THE NICARAGUAN GOVERNMENT ARE 
INVOLVED IN DEVELOPING POLICIES IN FIELDS OF SCIENCE AND 
TRANSFER OF TECHNOLOGY: (A) MARIO SOLORZANO MARIN. DIRECTOR 
OF TECHNOLOGICAL LABORATORY, CENTRAL BANK OF NICARAGUA; 

(B) DR. CHRISTIAN SANCHEZ, COORDINATOR OF TECHNICAL 
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COOPERATION, NATIONAL PLANNING COUNCIL; (C) CORDELL DOWNS, 
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NATIONAL PLANNING COUNCIL; (D) ALVARO ALEGRIA, MINISTRY OF 
ECONOMY; (E) LUIS MEJIA GONZALEZ, CHIEF OF TECHNICAL 
ASSISTANCE AND INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS, MINISTRY OF 
ECONOMY. MOST OF THE ABOVE OFFICIALS ARE OUT OF THE COUNTRY 
BUT MISS SANCHEZ, WHO RECENTLY RETURNED FROM A THREE WEEK 
OAS COURSE ON SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY IN ARGENTINA, GAVE 
EMBOFF THE FOLLOWING TENTATIVE ANSWERS TO SOME OF THE 
QUESTIONS IN STATE 206675. 

3. IT IS PROPOSED TO DEVELOP IN THE NATIONAL PLANNING 
COUNCIL A DIVISION OF SCIENCE AND THE TRANSFER OF TECHNOLOGY 
TO DEVELOP AND COORDINATE NICARAGUAN POLICIES. ACCORDING 
TO DR. SANCHEZ, NICARAGUA WANTS TO AVOID THE SITUATION IN 
MANY OTHER LATIN AMERICAN COUNTRIES WHERE COUNCILS ON 
SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY EXIST INDEPENDENT OF NATIONAL 
PLANNING OFFICES AS THIS APPEARS TO CREATE PROBLEMS IN 
COORDINATING GOVERNMENT POLICIES. SHE INDICATED THAT THE 
SECRETARY OF THE PRESIDENCY, DR. LUIS VALLE OLIVARES, SUPPORTED 
THIS PROPOSAL. TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE IN THE ORGANIZATION OF THIS 
DIVISION WILL BE OBTAINED FROM ICAITI, A CANADIAN FUNDED CENTRAL 
AMERICAN PROJECT, AND PERHAPS FROM NATIONAL SCIENCE ORGANIZATIONS 
IN MEXICO, CHILE AND VENEZUELA. UNDP ASSISTANCE MAY ALSO BE 
REQUESTED. 

4. SPECIFIC PRIORITY INTERESTS AND POLICY OBJECTIVES HAVE 

NOT BEEN FORMULATED ALTHOUGH A WORKING GROUP TO DO SO WILL 
PROBABLY BE ESTABLISHED IN THE NEAR FUTURE. FUNDS HAVE BEEN 
OBTAINED FOR AN INVENTORY OF NATIONAL INSTITUTIONS WORKING 
IN SCIENCE AND TRANSFER OF TECHNOLOGY IN BOTH THE PUBLIC AND 
PRIVATE SECTORS AND THESE INSTITUTIONS WILL BE CONSULTED BY 
THE PLANNING COUNCIL IN DEVELOPING NICARAGUA'S POSITIONS. 

5. EITHER DR. SANCHEZ OR DOWNS WILL PROBABLY REPRESENT 
NICARAGUA AT MEETINGS ON SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY BUT THERE HAS 
BEEN NO CONSIDERATION OF A REPRESENTATIVE ON A JOINT 
COMMISSION. 

6. THE COMMITMENT OF FUNDS TO A JOINT EFFORT WOULD DEPEND 
UPON NEGOTIATION OF THE APPROPRIATE INTERNATIONAL INSTRUMENT; 
THERE IS NO POSSIBILITY OF DETERMINING AMOUNTS IN ADVANCE OF 
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SUCH A NEGOTIATION. (WHILE DR. SANCHEZ WAS NON-COMMITTAL 
ON WHO WOULD DECIDE HOW MUCH, IT PROBABLY WOULD BE A DECISION 
OF THE PRESIDENT.) 

7. CONSULTATION WITH THE INDUSTRIAL SECTOR. BOTH PRIVATE AND 
PUBLIC, IS CONTENPLATED. MEETINGS ARE BEING PLANNED WITH 
NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT INSTITUTIONS, INFONAC AND THE NATIONAL 
BANK OF NICARAGUA, AND THE NATIONAL CHAMBER OF INDUSTRIES. 
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8. AS A PERSONAL COMMENT, DR. SANCHEZ NOTED THAT THE SIZE 
OF THE SPECIAL FUND OF MAR DE LA PLATA WAS REDUCED BECAUSE 
OF APPLICATION OF THE OAS QUOTA AND THE LIMITED U.S. 
CONTRIBUTION. SHE BELIEVES. HOWEVER. THAT ANY FOLLOW-ON 
MECHANISM WOULD BE UNDER THE OAS UMBRELLA. 

9. COMMENT: WHILE IT APPEARS NICARAGUA HAS A STRONG 
INTEREST IN THE NEW INITIATIVES ON SCIENCE AND THE TRANSFER 
OF TECHNOLOGY, AS EVIDENCED BY THE PROPOSAL TO ESTABLISH A 
SEPARATE DIVISION IN THE NATIONAL PLANNING COUNCIL, THE 
GON IS NOT YET ORGANIZED TO EFFECTI ELY DEAL WITH THE 
SUBJECT. IF AND WHEN THE DIVISION IS ESTABLISHED AND 
CONSULTATIONS HAVE BEEN HELD WITH THE PRIVATE AND PUBLIC 
INDUSTRIAL LEADERS, IT WOULD BE USEFUL TO HAVE WASHINGTON 
REPRESENATIVES COME HERE TO COORDINATE POLICIES. THIS 
WILL PROBABLY BE SOMETIME IN EARLY 1975. 

SHELTON 



LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 



NNN 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Message Attributes 

Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: SCIENTIFIC COOPERATION, POLICIES, MEETING AGENDA, TECHNOLOGICAL EXCHANGES, COMMITTEE MEETINGS, FOREIGN 
POLICY POSITION 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 01 OCT 1974 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: CollinPO 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974MANAGU03823 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D740277-0552 
From: MANAGUA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1974/newtext/t1 9741 083/aaaactgy. tel 

Line Count: 133 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION ARA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 

Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: STATE 206675 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: CollinPO 

Review Comment: n/a 

Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 18 SEP 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <18 SEP 2002 by boyleja>; APPROVED <03 MAR 2003 by CollinP0> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 



Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: WORKING GROUP ON SCIENCE AND TRANSFER OF TECHNOLOGY 
TAGS: TGEN. PFOR, NU 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




